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Two former Gundua students now working for Kisima Farm, 
James Munene, Accounts, and Eric Murithi, HSE Officer

The new toilet block at Ndurumuru. The rehabilitated teacher’s admin block. It has 
been on site for twenty years and will now be 
there for another 20!

Water for life

Kisima continues to play a pivotal role in the management and protection of the 

Kisima spring, which feeds the Ngare Nything - this is now supplying water to an ever 

increasing number of people, estimated to be close to 38,000 in Buuri District alone.  

Kisima has a policy of ensuring that every effort is made to ensure that water is used 

as sparingly as possible. Work is ongoing on the development of the Suboiga Dam, on 

the Marania River.  We hope that 2016/17 will see this project finally becoming a 

reality.

Conservation

With every passing year the elephant corridor is becoming a more frequently used 

vital link between two ecosystems - this past year has seen a great variety of wildlife 

using both the underpass and the habitat within the corridor. We are conscious that 

the land within the buffer zone surrounding the corridor must be productive, and 

effort is being put into reviewing options that will not impede the free movement of 

wildlife.

Education

NDURUMURU

We have completed the construction of the toilet block and rehabilitation of the three old CDF classrooms and we have also renovated 

the teacher’s admin block using the old the timber structure. It was plastered, we insulated sky light and windows - it is now the most 

popular building on the site, we would like to thank Claudia Lloyd and Tiger Ascept Productions for their support in making this project 

possible.

GUNDUA SECONDARY SCHOOL

Gundua continues to be a dominant force in Buuri, and in 

2015 we were the second best day school in Meru County. 

One of Gundua’s greatest achievement is the fact that we are 

transforming students will low KCPE scores into school leavers 

with university entry grades.

The student track chart above shows that over the last 5 years 

47% of the Gundua students attended either university or 

collage, a very positive result and made possible thanks to the 

Gundua Foundation Scholarship program. This program has 

resulted in plenty of healthy competition in the classroom. We 

are very grateful to the Gundua Foundation for their 

commitment to education in Buuri.

We are also very grateful to KEY 

(www.knowledgeempoweringyouth.org) who have very 

generously donated a smart board and over 2500 books to 

the library at Gundua, they have been well received by both 

teachers and students alike. Our aim now is try and make 

more of these modern teaching aids available in Gundua.

On top of that we have been given a mountain of used books 

from some well-wishers in New Zealand. We hope to use the 

books to set up a few more libraries in some of our primary 

schools. Good on Ya Lance! Gundua Primary was revamped 

this year with, floors, plastering and painting of the inside, 

windows and desks. This has been very well received by the 

students.

Feeding programmes

The Kisima Foundation is grateful for all the support that we 

receive to enable us to continue with feeding programmes. 

These feeding programmes are invaluable, but it is very 

difficult to quantify the impact, other than seeing positive 

grades from the schools, although the best way to get a real 

idea is by going to each school. You will be greeted by 

laughing, happy children, who are content to be in school and 

not struggling home for a meal, if they are lucky enough to 

have something waiting for them. Particular success in terms 

of results was again seen in Ex Lewa, Mugomone and Kamiti.

Without the support of the following foundations and friends 

the feeding programmes would not be possible.  We would 

like to appreciate - The Children in Need Foundation of 

Sweden, Embla Ladies from Norway, The Gundua Foundation, 

and Käppala Skola.
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Our new library, smart board, and some of the 
many new books

New look Gundua Primary School
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Health care

Whilst we no longer enjoy the benefit of Rotary Doctors at the 

Gundua Community Health Centre, Rotary will still be offering 

three dental clinics in the year.  William Omwega joined the 

clinic as an administrator and nurse. William has a wealth of 

experience in community health care and is currently setting 

up systems, motivating staff, and acting as the link with the 

community.

We have continued with the mobile clinic, targeting four 

neighbouring communities – Barrier, Manyangallo, Mutarakwa 

and Kangaita. Most of these communities are in relatively 

good health. 4,900 dental screenings were done in schools in 

Buuri County, and 776 students received treatment, quite an 

achievement by our friendly dentists from Scandinavia.

4,900 dental 
screenings were done 

in schools in Buuri 
County, and 776 
students received 

treatment

We would like to appreciate - The Gundua Foundation (www.gunduafoundation.org), Chat (www.chat-africa.org), Rotary, and the 

Minister of Health, Meru County, for their efforts to improve healthcare in Buuri District and Meru County.  We are aware that the 

Health Centre is a huge financial commitment.  We hope that 2016/17 will see the number of beneficiaries increase to a level that 

will justify continued commitment to the project.

This is a summary of Gundua Community Heath Centre activities

5 8
Births7 7 6

Dental Patients

4 9 0 3
Dental Screening

4 8 8 4
Lab Tests

5 1 8
Doctors Patients

Gundua Health Centre 
PATIENTS’ DATA SUMMARY JULY 2015 - APRIL 20

7 7 8 0
Total Patients



Agri info Centre and agricultural extension

The Agri-info Centre has hosted two field days, the main field day 

in June 2015, and a second smaller field day in January 2016, 1,400 

and farmers attended both field days.

We are continuing to look for new and innovative approaches to 

improved agricultural practices.  Grow bags are now being planted 

on a succession planning program, thus providing a continuous 

supply of produce. We were demonstrating land preparation, 

planting, spraying, and weeding activities, all of which were ongoing 

during the year.
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Seed Potato
Kisima remains the largest certified seed potato supplier in 

Kenya - we are able to produce 2,000 tonnes of certified 

potato seed per year.  We are currently growing six varieties - 

Desiree, Unica, Dutch Robijn, Shangi, Skerekea and Asante. 

We are also trialing a few HZPC varieties, the most productive 

being Taurus and Panamera.

We have invested in new harvesting and grading equipment, 

which will mean that we are able to harvest our crop and get 

it into our 1000 mt cold store with minimal delay, damage, or 

losses, thus providing the highest quality seed available. 

Potato Facts

• Small holder dominated market – 800,000 growers, on 

158,000 ha.  Second most important food crop in Kenya. 

• National certified seed production – currently less than 2% 

of demand – which is for 300,000 t of seed per year.

• Over the next 5 years an additional 13500 MT of seed will 

reach 5,824 seasonal direct beneficiaries and 20,092 

seasonal indirect beneficiaries. The projected benefit to 

Meru’s and Kenya's potato farmers is immense.

We would like to appreciate - KEPHIS, HZPC, AECF 

(www.aecfafrica.org), CIP (www.cipotato.org), and the 

Syngenta Foundation (www.syngentafoundation.org) for their 

continued support for this project.


